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Aspendell is a community of 140 homes, tightly clustered and surrounded by federal wilderness. Population: 100+. The drought index in our area is 10—the highest and driest category. Wildfires pose a real threat.  The nearest professional fire department is 20+ miles away.  The fire truck has to climb a 5000 ft slope to reach our homes, a 30- to 45-minute drive.

In 2003, residents of Tract 2 in Aspendell organized the Alpine Firefighters—a community-based organization devoted to fire prevention and rapid-response fire fighting.  (Note: Aspendell is divided into three tracts.  Alpine Firefighters provide the only local fire protection to Tract 2.) Our resources include:
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7 hydrants and 7 hose boxes distributed throughout Tract 2 

· Approximately 2,775 feet of 1.5-inch diameter, 2-ply polyester, EPDM rubber-lined hose, plus a menagerie of nozzles and connectors

· A mobile 13 horsepower water pump capable of dispensing 100 gallons per minute at 100 psi

· One state-of-the art Class A foam nozzle (pictured right)

· A close relationship with the Alpine Water Company, and thus a practically unlimited supply of water.

· A custom-designed Wildfire Hydrant connected directly to the Alpine Water Company’s 53,000 galloon reservoir (a two pump auto-refill system). 
· 15 active members 

· A unique telephone-alert system that rings the phones of all members, alerting them to training sessions and actual emergencies.  (See http://aspendell.com .)

Alpine Firefighters accumulated 260 man-hours of hands-on training in 2004, and more than twice that amount in 2005 and 2006.  On July 14, 2005, we responded to an actual blaze—a car fire near Intake 2.  We arrived at the scene and began fighting the fire fully 20 minutes before any other responders. 
Home fires are not, however, our greatest danger here in Aspendell. Tract 2, because of local terrain, vegetation and canyon wind patterns, is particularly vulnerable to wildfire.  Mindful of the wildfire threat, in 2005 we constructed a “Wildfire Hydrant” connected directly to the Alpine Water Company’s 53,000 gallon reservoir.  The Wildfire Hydrant, which couples directly to our mobile pump, is located upwind of Tract 2, perched on a slope overlooking the path of likely wind-driven wildfires approaching Aspendell. A networks of dirt roads (which we maintain) around the reservoir provide both firebreaks and defensible positions for wildfire fighting.
Our foam nozzle, purchased in 2006, plus 24 cartridges of Class A wetting agent, has a potential yield of 9,600 gallons of foam, enough to coat a 150 foot-deep firebreak the length of tract 2 three times.   According to manufacturer specifications, a single thorough coating of Class A foam provides fire protection for approximately 6 hours.  With a three-coating capacity, applied at 6-hour intervals, we can create a deep firebreak lasting 18 hours, plenty of time for professional firefighters to arrive and for community members to evacuate.  Note that while our nominal area of responsibility is merely Tract 2, our efforts to retard wildfires will benefit the entire Aspendell community.

